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Remember &
Celebrate::...

Host/Worship Leader

Children pause and take a look back to remember God’s faithfulness and who He has
shown Himself to be from The Big God Story. In a spirit of celebrating, children will
participate in traditions by connecting with one another and God through a variety of
ways as they share and worship together.

The Vision for Remember & Celebrate

How often do we really take time to contemplate the things God has done and praise Him for them? How often do we make prayer
requests but fail to follow up on how God answered them? So many of us live our lives full speed ahead with little time for looking back.
But looking back is biblical—and Tru Fire tries to build that kind of rhythm into the lives of children with REMEMBER & CELEBRATE
lessons every 6th and 13th lesson.

The goal of a REMEMBER & CELEBRATE lesson is to remember God'’s faithfulness as we look back at what He has showed us
about Himself from The Big God Story. REMEMBER & CELEBRATE lessons invite children to remember all they've discovered about
God and the ways they've experienced Him in the past weeks. Each of these lessons focuses on a celebration from the Israelites’
calendar:

Passover: Celebrating God as Deliverer

Feast of Unleavened Bread: Celebrating God as Redeemer
Feast of First Fruits: Celebrating God as Trustworthy

Feast of Pentecost: Celebrating God as Lord of the Harvest
Feast of Trumpets: Celebrating God'’s Faithfulness

The Day of Atonement: Honoring God'’s Righteousness
Feast of Tabernacles: Celebrating God’s Abundant Blessings
Festival of Jubilee: Celebrating God'’s Gift of Freedom

Each holiday’s origin is explored and we also consider what the holiday still shows us about God today. This provides a biblical
context for the importance of remembering and celebrating God's goodness to us as His people. Take this time to remember the
awesomeness of our God and celebrate who He is!

Kids and leaders will have opportunities throughout the gathering to share stories about what God has done in—and through—their
lives. Through the fun game Tru Fire Clues in each REMEMBER & CELEBRATE lesson, kids look back at what they've been learning
about God in the past several weeks. In this spirit of reflecting and celebrating, children will participate in traditions by connecting with
one another and with God through music, dance, singing, eating, and art as they worship together.

Make the atmosphere of this weekend one of celebration and excitement. Decorate as if you're having a party. Encourage all your leaders and
children to dress silly or wear crazy hats. Have fun!
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EXplO e (Small Group)

The celebration begins with an activity to build excitement. One of the Explore games played is Tru Fire Clues, a fun and interactive
game where children will engage in a scavenger hunt. They will look for hidden clues and answer basic questions to help them prepare
for more remembrance and celebration with their faith community.

Tru Fire Clues envelopes (filled with the “mystery” pictures) are placed around the room in various spots before the service (using glue
dots to secure them in place if desired). Prior to the service you will have created simple note pads for each child. Have them ready to
hand out as you set out on your scavenger hunt. Fours through fives will need one notebook and one strip of glue dots or glue stick per
child. Older fives through kindergarten will need one notebook and one crayon per child.

How Tru Fire Clues Is Played: Everyone will need to line up together before you can head out on your hunt for clues. Give each child
a note pad and glue or crayon. Tell them each piece of paper is for them to draw a picture of the clue, or to attach the clue to, as they
found it. At the end of the hunt, they'll use each picture to help answer the questions. Begin the scavenger hunt around the classroom,
looking for Tru Fire Clues together as you go. When you see one, stop as a group. Have a child volunteer retrieve the clue envelope and
look inside, then have the volunteer hold it up for everyone to see. Depending on the age of your group, give the kids a minute or so to
attach the picture of the clue, or to draw a picture of the item (for older children), in their note pad. Hold the card up for the children to
copy as they draw. Repeat this process until all the clues have been found.

If easier to manage for younger children, find all the clues at once and then return to tables to discuss them and put them in their note
pads. To keep children active and prolong the search, look for clues one at a time and discuss them individually. Gather all the children
together and sit in a circle to investigate the clues. Refer to the Tru Fire Clues Teacher Discussion Card located in the Resource Files for
a duplicate set of questions to those printed in the lesson. The leader can refer to the card while reviewing the Tru Fire Clues with the
children. This is just a short time of reviewing the What'slts from the previous weeks’ lessons, and how they related to the stories they
heard from The Big God Story.

Consider using different colored envelopes to make things exciting. You may even want to hide extra envelopes—some of which may be
empty—to allow more children to be involved in finding clues. The resources needed for the game (Tru Fire Clues pictures and envelope art)
are found in the Resource Files.

On alternate weeks, the opening EXPLORE activity will consist of another small group activity called Match It Up. With this game,
pairs of cards are provided that have pictures of each previous week's What'slt images. The children play a memory card game with the
images. Once all the pairs are matched, the leader spends a brief time reviewing the What'slts, and how they related to the parts from
The Big God Story.

Chloe,s RUIeS (Large Group)

This time is similar to that of a regular lesson—opening up the large group program. The Host or Worship Leader welcomes the children
and sets up the time of sharing that is to come. Everyone will stop everything they normally do and remember who God is and all He has
provided. Pose the question: What are some things God has provided for you? Interact with the children. The Host or Worship Leader can
walk around with a hand-held microphone so children can be heard as they share with the whole group. This is a time to tell stories and
sing songs. A brief introduction to the featured feast or festival is also offered at this time.

The Big GOd Story (Large Group)

Remember Boxes: No matter the structure, the time spent in The Big God Story during a Remember & Celebrate weekend is a fun
time of reviewing the previous weeks' Ponder Points and what they've taught the children about God. For instance with Remember
Boxes, children are shown they're a gift to us from God, because the content of each reminds us of something they've learned about
Him. To run Remember Boxes, choose a box for each of the previous weeks' lessons and stack them onstage or place them in the
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Wardrobe of Wonder. (The Wardrobe of Wonder sound effect may be used here.) The items for the boxes may be the same as the
What'slts that were used for the lesson, or choose another element from the lesson to supplement your discussion of The Big God
Story. Invite one child at a time to come up and select a Remember Box to open. You may number the boxes to correspond to the lesson
numbers and provide the leader with the correct copy (numbers are provided in the Resources), but they don't have to be opened in any
certain order. The selection of boxes and revealing of contents is a great way to involve the children. Sample questions are provided in
the lesson to guide your discussion and review. You may want to use the hand-held microphone again during this storytelling piece. Each
Remember Box leads the children through a part of The Big God Story they heard, helping them recall how God worked in the lives of
His people. By answering questions, children recall the Ponder Point and what it means to their lives today. Action Boxes, Game Cube,
Game Cards: For these game versions, detailed instructions and resources are provided, but the structure is similar. The children are
walked through a review of the previous weeks' lessons in a lively and engaging way.

If Tru Fire Clues is played in EXPLORE, feel free to utilize the clues again in your discussion during this time. Sometimes the Tru Fire Clue
and box item are identical, often only similar, but each will prompt the children to recall a part of The Big God Story. Use them to lead the
children to the Ponder Point and what this helps us remember about God. Invite the children to tell their own story of something they want to
remember and celebrate about God. Interact with the child sharing and ask a follow-up question. After items are revealed and children have
shared, if there is an action or response (sometimes a video or audio cue), encourage the children to participate with you before moving on to
the next box. Note: If there are video or audio cues involved, make sure you connect with your tech volunteer so they know when you'll need
them to run the pieces.

Consider taping an index card to the underside of the lids to each box (or bag). Write the name of the item in the box, the Ponder Point, and
a brief phrase describing what story in Scripture is being highlighted. These index cards can be a helpful tool for your Large Group Leaders
who may not have taught or been present for all of the lessons represented in the time of remembering and celebrating. If your church
experiences space constraints, colorful gift bags can easily be substituted for boxes.

After this time of storytelling from His big story, direct the kids to your Create gallery. As an option, Create pieces from the previous
weeks may be hung on a wall “gallery style,” with a short explanation of the process written on a 4" x 6" card posted next to the display.
These are the pieces you've saved along the way, if the children have let you keep them! Talk about the various pieces that are hung
around the room, recalling the response or lesson involved in their creation.

Chat & CheW (Small Group)

Continuing the tradition of God's people, during the large group celebration you'll be participating with the children in sharing stories of
God's goodness while feasting together. This time is called Chat & Chew. The Host or Storyteller will direct the children to gather with
their Small Group Leader and sit in a circle. You will be given a gallon-size plastic bag with food for your small group. During Chat &
Chew, you'll facilitate the time of sharing with food and stories.

As the small groups gather for their time of chatting and chewing, have your AV Tech cue the Chat & Chew Discussion Questions
image provided in the Resources. These questions will help to facilitate your time in Chat & Chew, or feel free to come up with your own
questions. To model and create a comfortable space for children to contribute, share your answer first. One of the questions encourages
recall of the Remember Verse for those who have memorized it and want to share how it has impacted them. Other questions may ask
what they're thankful to God for, or a favorite way to worship Him. Allow the Holy Spirit to work in this time be open to wherever the
conversation may flow.

Since this is a special weekend celebration, consider having a special snack for Chat & Chew. Get creative and have items that are
signature pieces for the particular season you're in. For example, if the lesson falls close to the Thanksgiving holiday, consider having
caramel apples cut into slices. Wrap the food in waxed paper and place in a gallon-size resealable bag. With a permanent marker,
label the bag for each small group. Or, you may choose to individually wrap each portion, allowing children to have their own bag of
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goodies. The Chat & Chew snack may be packaged and found in a bonus box at the end of the Remember Boxes. Invite your parents
to help provide items for the Chat & Chew snacks on a rotating basis. This will help with your budget concerns and foster a sense of
involvement by everyone in the celebration. Since feasting is a favorite part of this time, be sensitive to medical conditions in your group.
Consider notifying families a week in advance so they have the choice to provide an alternate snack.

Have an instrumental song playing while the children participate in Chat & Chew response. As the Host/Worship Leader notices
the conversations and sharing coming to a close, gather the children’s attention and close with a corporate blessing over the children
and leaders. Make it a Remember & Celebrate tradition to close this time by singing “In This Life” (from TruWorship Songs from the
Playhouse) with the children.

Respond (Small Group)

Children will respond in celebrations as they engage in community and play a game based on the feast being celebrated. You may also
opt to go back to select on of their favorite games from the previous weeks. Sharing in games encourages kids to see life with God as
something to be celebrated in community. Play a couple of rounds of each game as time allows.

BleSS (Small Group)

Similar to a regular lesson, the time of remembering and celebrating comes to a close with an opportunity for the leaders to assist
the children in blessing each other, and reminding them they can freely give away the joy, love, truth, and grace they've received from
God. Be sure to invite parents, who may be uncertain at first, and make them feel welcome to participate in this special time with their
children. Encourage them to bless their children throughout the week.

If you're finding it hard to make time for Bless, try doing it earlier in your program, or combine it with a snack time if the children are
having trouble sitting still. This is an amazing time that you don't want to miss!
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Remember & Celebrate: Feasts and Festivals
Old Testament Significance

Several times a year, the Israelites gathered for a festival. In Leviticus 23, the Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say to
them: ‘These are my appointed festivals ... which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies.” The seven annual festivals are Passover,
the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of First Fruits, the Feast of Pentecost (or Harvest), the Feast of Trumpets, the Day of
Atonement, and the Feast of Tabernacles (or Booths). In addition, the Israelites celebrated the Festival of Jubilee on the fiftieth year, the
year following seven cycles of seven Sabbatical years. They also gathered weekly to celebrate the Sabbath. During these celebrations,
the Israelites took time to remember what God had done for His people and to celebrate His goodness. The entire faith community
gathered without the burden of work to simply worship and celebrate. The Day of Atonement is a solemn day of fasting, prayer, and
sacrifice. But for the remaining festivals, the people ate, danced, sang, and played instruments as well as praying and offering sacrifices
to God.

New Testament Significance

The Feast of Passover was fulfilled by the death of the Messiah, the Feast of Unleavened Bread was fulfilled by His sinless sacrifice,
and the Feast of First Fruits was fulfilled by His resurrection. The Feast of Pentecost (or Harvest) began with a great harvest of 3,000
souls as the promised Holy Spirit first arrived; this harvest of souls continues today. The Feast of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and
the Feast of Tabernacles have yet to occur, so only God fully understands how they will be fulfilled. The Feast of Jubilee symbolizes our
freedom from sin's punishment through salvation and our future in heaven when we will be completely free from the curse of sin, living in
perfect relationship with our Lord and Savior.

The Seven Annual Feasts and Festivals

Passover: A Feast Celebrating God as Deliverer

During Passover, the Israelites celebrated their deliverance from the Egyptians as well as God as their deliverer. Each portion of the
Passover feast symbolizes a part of the narrative of the Israelites’ escape from Egypt. The meal includes lamb to symbolize the slain lamb
whose blood marked the Hebrews’ doorposts on the night of the 10th plague so that death would “pass over” those homes. In the New
Testament, Jesus became the sacrificial Lamb of Passover to offer deliverance from sin for people from every age.

Feast of Unleavened Bread: Celebrating God as Redeemer

The Feast of Unleavened Bread celebrates God's miraculous deliverance of the Israelites from the bondage of Egypt and, ultimately, His
deliverance of our bondage to sin. Beginning with the day after Passover, the Israelites were to take seven days to eat bread without
yeast and to cease working on the first and seventh days. The unleavened bread represents a fresh start without the leaven (or yeast)
of sin present” In the New Testament, Jesus speaks of yeast (or leaven) symbolically, as sin. Jesus broke unleavened bread with His
disciples and said, “This is My body" Jesus was without sin as His body was “broken” during His crucifixion.

Feast of First Fruits: Celebrating God as Trustworthy

The Feast of First Fruits celebrates the trustworthiness of God. First fruits represent the joyous occasion of the first grain harvest of
the spring. One sheaf of grain was taken to the temple as an offering. These offerings were made on the day following the Sabbath, or
Sunday, and marked the beginning of the two-month barley harvest. In the New Testament, Jesus, the “first fruits” of the resurrection,
rose to life on Sunday, the day when First Fruits was celebrated.

Feast of Pentecost: Celebrating God as Lord of the Harvest

This feast, also known as the Feast of Harvest or Weeks, corresponded with Israel's harvest season and occurred 50 days after
Passover. In the New Testament, this feast took on significance because the fiftieth day, the Day of Pentecost, marked the arrival of the
Holy Spirit who came to fill believers and give them power to witness “in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
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earth!” On this Day of Pentecost, believers were first baptized in the Holy Spirit with the initial physical evidence of speaking in unknown
languages given to them by the Holy Spirit.

Feast of Trumpets: Celebrating God'’s Faithfulness

This is the first of the fall festivals. The Jewish people call this feast Rosh Hashanah, which literally means “head of the year as it's
observed as the start of the civil year on the Jewish calendar (in contrast with the religious year, which starts with Passover). This
celebration focused on the faithfulness of God. It consisted of a day of rest, a food offering to God, and the blowing of trumpets. This day
marked the approach of the most holy day of the Jewish year, the Day of Atonement, ten days later. It was and is a reminder to put your
life in order so you are ready when God judges. God is faithful to warn His people to be ready for His judgment.

The Day of Atonement: Honoring God’s Righteousness

This reflective and solemn day consisted of fasting, prayer, and repentance. The Day of Atonement celebrated God's righteousness and
lasted 25 hours, from sunset one day until nightfall the following day. (Jewish days begin at sunset, not sunrise.) Today it's known as
Yom Kippur. On this day, the Israelites solemnly considered their sins and their need for God's forgiveness. As long as the tabernacle or
temple existed, this was the one day of the year, when the high priest passed through the veil of the Holy of Holies with sacrificial blood
to make atonement for the sins of the people. The New Testament significance lies in Christ, our High Priest, who shed His blood once
and for all to make atonement for our sins before God.

Feast of Tabernacles: Celebrating God's Abundant Blessings

God's people celebrated this festival with thanksgiving to remember God's many blessings. For seven days they lived in tents or tempo-
rary shelters as a reminder of the years they spent wandering in the wilderness before they entered the Promised Land. The New Testa-
ment significance of this feast is that it reminds us that this life is temporary, and that all of our lifelong dreams, hopes, and aspirations
will one day be fulfilled in our future home and inheritance with Jesus.

The Year of Jubilee

Festival of Jubilee: Celebrating God'’s Gift of Freedom

The year of Jubilee occurred on the fiftieth year following the seven cycles of seven Sabbatical years. This festival celebrated God's gift
of freedom. It was a consecrated year set aside to proclaim liberty and restoration for all of the inhabitants of the land. The land was

to be allowed to rest; no farming was to be done that year. Debts were forgiven, and those who had sold themselves to settle a debt
were set free. Through this festival God reminded His people that He would always provide for them and that He “held the deeds” to
everything they held as possessions. God still “holds the deeds” to everything we need and He wants to bless us with those things.
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